




Twin Cities Courses

Bunker Hills
Cedar Creek
Daytona 
Edinburgh USA
Elk River
Elm Creek
Greenhaven 
Hayden Hills
Hollydale
Majestic Oaks (Crossroads)
Majestic Oaks (Signature)
Monticello

Pebble Creek
Pheasant Acres
Riverwood National
Rum River Hills
Shamrock
Sundance
The Links at Northfork
The Ponds
The Refuge
Viking Meadows
Vintage
Wild Marsh

Minnesota is the only State to have hosted 
every one of the 17 championships 	
conducted by the U.S. Golf Association.
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BUNKER HILLS
12800 Bunker Prairie Road
Coon Rapids, MN  55448
Clubhouse: 763-755-4141
Golf Shop:  763-755-4141
Type: Public     Par: 36/36/36
www.bunkerhillsgolf.com

Looking for an exceptional course? Then head to Bunker Hills Golf Course in Coon 
Rapids, Minnesota, located just west of Highway 65 on Highway 242. The course 
sports 27 holes of golf, simply named West, North and East. The course has been 
host to a wide array of tournaments from the Senior PGA Tour to Minnesota High 
School state boys and girls tournaments. 

Once you start playing you can see that although they have a lot of trees, they are 
trimmed fairly high and the grass in the open area is mowed to a very playable 
length. When you get to the greens you’ll find that they are large, sloped and very 
fast. The greens will test you, especially if you find yourself on the high side. As 
in the name of the course, you’ll also find they put in lots of bunkers. If you land 
in one, they are filled with some of the nicest sand that you can play out of. One 
thing you will find is that they can be reached on a lot of the holes with a driver, 
so be aware of your options. Throughout the course you will find that the tee 
boxes are well set up, with benches for a quick rest, trash bins and ball washers. 
They also have good locations for the restroom facilities. 

This would be a great course for anyone to walk, with holes close by each other 
and with the gentle roll of the fairways. The pro shop has everything you will 
need, at the price you would expect at such a course. They have a nice driving 
range, as well as a good putting green located right next to the first tee box, so if 
you want to do some practicing before your round, you won’t have far to go when 
the starter calls you. 

There are GPS on the carts for distances, but if you are walking you’ll have to look 
for sprinkler heads for your information. The clubhouse has a bar and grill as well 
as a restaurant. It also has a lot of history on its walls inside so take time to look 
around after your round.  Bunker Hills is a great facility, the service and people are 
friendly and helpful, and you will see they take pride in their course the moment 
you get there.

Course Rating

OVERALL SCORE
847

HOSPITALITY	 8.90
PLAYABILITY	 8.76
USABILITY	 8.52
FACILITY	 8.19
VALUE		  6.83

Region: Twin Cities

Greens Fee: $38.00 (weekend)
	 1/2 Cart Fee: $14.00 (weekend)

Tees Men’s Women’s Yards

North/East - White 69.7/130 75.6/137 6159

North/East - Blue 71.5/133 77.8/142 6558

East/West - White 70.6/128 76.7/137 6321

East/West - Blue 72.1/130 78.5/140 6648

West/North - White 70.5/133 76.5/140 6278

West/North - Blue 72.4/137 78.8/145 6700

P
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Twin Cities Courses

Applewood Hills 
Chomonix 
Gem Lake Hills
Hidden Haven
Logger’s Trail
Manitou Ridge
Oak Glen

Oneka Ridge
Rush Creek
Sawmill
Stoneridge
Tanners Brook
Victory Links

On June 13, 1991, during the first round of 
the men’s U.S. Open held at Hazeltine Na-
tional in Chaska, Minnesota, one spectator 
was killed and five were  injured by lightning.
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APPLEWOOD HILLS
11840 60th Street North
Stillwater, MN  55082
Clubhouse: 651-439-7276
Golf Shop:  651-439-7276
Type: Public     Par: 62
www.applewoodhillsgolf.com

Exec. 18

Jobs, kids, yard work, softball, picnics…there are a host of summertime reasons 
why we may not always have time for a full round of golf.  The solution:  Apple-
wood Hills Golf Course in Stillwater, Minnesota, an 18-hole, par-62 executive 
course that is like almost no other in the Twin Cities.   Located just off of Highway 
36 at Manning Avenue, Applewood Hills provides a serene, rural setting for a 
leisurely round of golf on a short but challenging course.  

For most golfers, the phrase “executive course” evokes a yawning, defeated 
response usually accompanied by one of the aforementioned reasons why a full 
round is untenable.  Not so with Applewood Hills. This course is a destination, not 
a last resort.  A beautiful rolling course, lined with blooming apple trees on nearly 
every fairway, Applewood Hills provides a distinctive golf experience for the 
beginner and the seasoned golfer alike.  

Although Applewood Hills is an executive course, do not leave your driver at 
home.  You will almost certainly need it for the handful of fairways that measure 
350 yards or longer.  The course layout is relatively imaginative with fairways of 
varied lengths and shapes, which allows most golfers to play every club in their 
bag.  Even the par-3 holes, which vary in length from 90 to 220 yards, challenge 
the golfer and provide a demanding “tune-up” for the irons.   The greens are 
likewise varied, from the frustrating “postage-stamp” greens to those that sprawl 
with entertaining contours.  The course is well managed with lush green fairways 
and ankle-length rough.  The only meaningful complaint about this course is a 
few dead spots on the greens around the curtain.  However, even these few dead 
spots paled in comparison to the overall golf experience.

Applewood Hills is a very walkable course and, at just over $20 per round, very af-
fordable as well.  The course also offers league play for men, women, seniors and 
juniors and twilight rates and enticing internet offers for free or discounted golf.  
Whether you are short on time, interested in focusing on your short game, or just 
looking for a break from the menu of your standard courses, Applewood Hills is a 
great destination.

Course Rating

Tees Men’s Women’s Yards

Red 59.1/95 3392

White 60.0/98 61.8/102 3891

Blue 60.6/100 4110

OVERALL SCORE
854

HOSPITALITY	 9.45
PLAYABILITY	 8.21
USABILITY	 9.32
FACILITY	 7.96
VALUE		  6.58

Region: Twin Cities

Greens Fee: $26.50 (weekend)
	 1/2 Cart Fee: $15.00 (weekend)

U
H

48



Twin Cities Courses

Baker National 
Bluff Creek
Boulder Pointe
Braemar
Brookview
Chaska Town
Columbia
Crystal Lake
Dahlgreen
Deer Run
Dwan
Fox Hollow
Francis A. Gross
Heritage Links

Hiawatha
Hyland Greens
Lakeview
Legends
Meadowbrook
Pioneer Creek
Ridges at Sand Creek
Stonebrooke
The Meadows
The Wilds
Theodore Wirth
Timber Creek
Valley View

Cragun’s Legacy Courses in Brainerd were only the 
second resort course in the world to be designated 
an Audubon International Signature Sanctuary 	
(the first being Pinehurst in North Carolina).
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BAKER NATIONAL
2935 Parkview Drive
Medina, MN  55340
Clubhouse: 763-694-7670
Golf Shop:  763-694-7670
Type: Public     Par: 72
www.bakernational.com

Baker National Golf Course in Medina, Minnesota, is located within the Three Riv-
ers Park District and is the hacker’s dream setting. With an expansive practice area, 
a championship 18-hole course, an executive 9-hole course and a well-stocked 
clubhouse, you can spend your chosen amount of time leisurely perfecting your 
golf game.

The course entrance and clubhouse (pro shop) were easy to find even though it 
is set back off of any highway, but that does mean no car noises to distract you. 
The pro shop is well stocked, and the staff were very pleasant and helpful. They 
eagerly checked our foursome in and directed us to the practice ranges and put-
ting greens. Yes, practice ranges and putting greens. 

When warmed up we hopped into the electric carts and drove them to the first 
tee. Although the course can be walked, the rolling fairways will test your stamina 
and on the back nine some “next tees” are a good walk away from the last hole’s 
green.  The nice lady starter checked our time and wished us good luck. 

The championship course was very lush and the setting could not be more pictur-
esque. The fairways were a tad narrow but the rough was not very punishing. Plus 
on the front nine, we found out first hand, you can spray your drive and still find 
your ball in a playable lie. The back nine holes are tighter and you do need to play 
some position golf rather than just “grip it and rip it” all the time. What was nice 
to see was that every sprinkler head did have a yardage marker on it and the 150-
yard marker was very visible. All of the greens challenged our putting skills as the 
greens all seemed to have two or three tiers. The greens are large in size; hence it 
built up our self-esteem when we landed on from outside 150 yards.  The pace of 
play for a Sunday was average, just over 4½ hours for the round, but we did see 
the beverage cart every three holes. 

Overall, Baker National Golf Course is a hacker’s dream setting and we would 
definitely make a return trip each summer.

Course Rating

Tees Men’s Women’s Yards

Yellow 72.0/131 5313

White 71.8/131 77.5/142 6294

Black 73.9/135 6762

OVERALL SCORE
823

HOSPITALITY	 8.68
PLAYABILITY	 8.53
USABILITY	 7.67
FACILITY	 8.17
VALUE		  7.42

Region: Twin Cities

Greens Fee: $36.00 (weekend)
	 1/2 Cart Fee: $15.00 (weekend)

V
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Twin Cities Courses

Afton Alps
Bellwood Oaks
Como
Country Air
Eagle Valley
Emerald Greens (brnz/gold)
Emerald Greens (silver/plat)
Fountain Valley
Goodrich
Hidden Greens
Highland National
Inver Wood

Keller
Les Bolstad
Mississippi Dunes
Oak Marsh
Parkview
Phalen Park
Prestwick
Rich Valley
River Oaks
Southern Hills
Valleywood

Joel Goldstrand, a golf course architect from 
Minneapolis, has designed more than 80 golf 
courses in the Upper Midwest. His first project in 
1969 was in Worthington, Minnesota.
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AFTON ALPS
6600 Peller Avenue South
Hastings, MN  55033
Clubhouse: 651-436-1320
Golf Shop:  651-436-1320
Type: Public     Par: 72
www.aftonalps.com

Afton Alps Golf Course in Afton, Minnesota, is part of the year-round Afton Alps 
recreational area, and located adjacent to Afton State Park, but technically has 
a Hastings, Minnesota address. It is open to the public and a nicely distanced 
course at 5823 yards from the blue tees. Golf carts are available, and necessary. 

There are two practice greens and one is set up for chipping. The course does not 
offer a driving range. In the clubhouse there is lots of seating, a grill, and they do 
have full bar service. There is also a limited amount of golf items for purchase. 
The staff was very friendly and after our round came out to meet us and ask if we 
wanted them to keep the grill opened for us, as they were getting ready to close, 
but would be happy to stay if we wanted.

Afton Alps really is two different golf courses in one. The front nine plays very 
nicely and is well laid out. Greens are reachable in regulation, and we found the 
course to be very wide open and hazards placed in the appropriate locations. We 
did enjoy the front nine, but found the back nine to be far different. The back nine 
is laid out almost entirely within the Afton Alps ski slopes, making for a very hilly 
and sometimes odd layout. You are literally playing golf on the same slopes that 
you can ski on in the winter. It really seemed to be an afterthought to have holes 
here, tee boxes poorly placed, blind shots around corners, ski lifts surrounding 
holes and snowmaking machines and piping around the course. On the plus side, 
there are some very scenic vantage points on the back nine, with some nice views 
of the St. Croix River Valley. We even spotted three deer and a raccoon on the 
course. 

We found this course just okay. Guess it would be fair to say we felt kind of 
“duped.”  We came for 18 holes of golf and we got 9. The second nine was more of 
a tour of the ski resort without the snow. Would we return? Maybe, but there are 
many more comparable choices that would be more enjoyable. Most likely, the 
next time we’d return, it would be with our skis, to experience the more appropri-
ate use of this particular parcel of real estate.

Course Rating

Tees Men’s Women’s Yards

Red 68.6/117 4789

White 67.7/114 72.8/127 5556

Blue 68.9/116 74.3/130 5823

OVERALL SCORE
664

HOSPITALITY	 8.13
PLAYABILITY	 6.52
USABILITY	 6.31
FACILITY	 5.67
VALUE		  5.43

Region: Twin Cities

Greens Fee: $26.00 (weekend)
	 1/2 Cart Fee: $12.00 (weekend)
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The Hacker’s Guide is a proud sponsor of Audubon International. 

About Audubon International
Since the 1990s, Audubon International has created partnerships with 
landowners to enhance wildlife habitat and protect water quality.  
Today more than 2,200 “cooperative sanctuaries” are located through-
out the United States, including golf courses, homes, businesses, and 
entire communities.

Golf has a unique role to play in caring for our environment. By their 
very nature, golf courses provide significant natural areas that benefit 
people and wildlife in increasingly urbanized communities across 
North America. At the same time, golf’s use of chemicals, water, and 
other resources to maintain playing conditions is often criticized for 
threatening the quality of our environment. The Audubon Interna-
tional’s Golf & the Environment Initiative seeks to assist golf courses in 
becoming a valuable part of our conservation landscape, while build-
ing support for more eco-friendly golf throughout the golf industry.

The award-winning Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program for Golf 
Courses has designated over 660 golf courses worldwide as Certified 
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuaries, 23 of which are in Minnesota.

For each Hacker’s Guide that is purchased, we will donate a portion 
of our proceeds to Audubon International.  By purchasing one of our 
guides, you are also helping the environment. 

For more information, visit www.golfandenvironment.org or 
www.auduboninternational.org.

Buy Our Guide, Help the Environment
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